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PART 3 ACCOMMODATIONS

if something goes wrong, there will be someone on hand to fix the
problem. Vacation homes rented from a property-management com-
pany likewise will have someone to come to the rescue, though
responsiveness tends to vary vastly from company to company. If you
rent directly from an owner, correcting problems is often more diffi-
cult, particularly when the owner doesn’t live in the same area as the
rental home,

In a vacation home, all the amenities are contained in the home
(though in planned developments there may be community amenities
available as well). Depending on the specific home, you might find a
small swimming pool, hot tub, two-car garage, family room, game
room, and even a home theater. Features found in both condos and
on homes include full kitchens, laundey rooms, TVs, DVD
yers/ VCRs, and frequently stercos. Interestingly, though almost all
tion hames have private pools, very few have back-
ds. This means that, excepr for swimming, the kids are prety
much relegated to plaving in the house,

Time-share condos are clones when it come to furniture and
decor, but single-owner condos and vacation homes are furnished
and decorated in a style thar reflects the taste of the owner. Vacation
homes, usually one- to two-story houses located in a subdivision,
very rarely afford interesting views (though some overlook lakes or
natural areas), while condos, especially the high- aricty, some-
times offer exceprional ones,

The Price Is Nice

The best deals in lodging in the Walt Disney World area are vacation
homes and single-owner condos, Prices range from about 565 a night
for two-bedroom condos and townhomes to $200 to 5500 a night for
three- to seven-bedroom vacation homes, Forgerting about taxes o
keep the cor son simple, let’s compare renting a vacation home
to staying at one of Disney’s Value Resorts. A family of two parents,
two teens, and two grandparents would need three hotel rooms a
Disney’s Pop Century Resort, At the lowest rate obtainable, that
would run you 579 per night per room or $237 total. Rooms are 260
square feer cach, so you'd have a total of 780 square feet. Each room
has a private bath and a television.

Renting ar the same time of yvear from Al Star Vacation Homes (no
relation to Disney’s All-Star Resorts), you can rent a 2,053-square-
foot, four-bedroom, three-bath vacation home with a private pool
three miles from Walt Disney World for $219—a savings of 518 per
night over the Disney Value Resort rare. With four bedrooms, each of
the teens can have his or her own room. Further, for the dates we
checked, All Star Vacation Homes was running a special in which
they threw in a free rental car with a one-week home rental,

But that’s not all—the home comes with the following features
and amenities: a big-sereen TV with PlayStation, DVD player, and
VR (assorted games and DVDs available for complimentary check-
out at the rental office); a CD player; a heatable privare pool; five
additional TVs (one in each bedroom and ene in the family room); a
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fully equipped kitchen; a two-car garage; a hot tub; a laundry room
with Full-size washer and dryer; a fully furnished privare pario; and a
child-safety fence.

The home is in a community with a 24-hour gated entrance.
Available at the community center are a large swimming pool; a
whirlpool; tenmis, volleyball, and half-court basketball courts; a chil-
dren's pl:l}'gl‘()llnd: agym and exercise FOOM; a convenience store; and
a §8-seat cinema,

One thing we like about All Star Vacation Homes is thar its Web
site (www.all iont com) offers detailed information,
including a dozen or more photos of each specific home. When vou
book, the home you've been looking at is the actual one you're res
ing. (If you want to see how the home described above is furnished,
for instance, go to the site and click on “Resort Homes™ in the mid-
dle right of the screen; when the Resort Homes page loads, scroll
down until you see the home with Property Code 2-8144 SP-WP
Click on that for lots of photos and a foor plan.) On the other hand,
some vacation-home companies, like rental-car agencies, don’t assign
you a specific home until the day you arrive. These companies pro-
vide photos of a “typical home” instead of making information

available on cach of the individual homes in their inventory, In this
case, you have to take the company’s word that the tepical home pic-
tured is representative and thar the home you'll be ned will be

Just as nice.

How the Vacation-home Market Works

In the Orando—Walt Disney World area, there are almost 19,000
rental homes, incuding stand-alone homes, smgle-owner condos
(that is, not time-shares), and townhomes, The has about
112,000 hotel rooms. Almost all the rental homes are owned by indi-
viduals who occupy them for at least a week or two cach year; the rest
of the year, the owners make the homes available for rent, Some own-
ers deal directly with renters, while others enlist the assistance of a
proper 1gement company.

Incredibly, about 700 property-management companies operate in
the Ordando-Walt Disney World marker. Most of these are mom-and-
pop outfits that manage an inventory of ten homes or less (probably
fewer than 70 companies oversee more than 100 rental homes),

Homeowners pay these companies to mainain and promote their
properties and handle all renal rransactions. Some homes are made
available to wholesalers, vacation packagers, and travel agents in deals
negotiated cither directly by the owners or by property-management
an the owners” behalf, A wholesaler or vacation packager
ally drop its rates to sell slow-moving inventory, but
more commonly the cost to renters is higher than when dealing dircerly
with owners or management companies: because most wholesalers
and packagers sell their inventory through ravel agents, both the
wholesaler/packager’s markup and the travel agent’s commission are
passed along to the renter. These costs are in addition to the ow
cut and/or the fee for the property manager,
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